 Semiocapitalism feeds into antiblackness and anti-Asian practices of racialized social isolation
McMaster 19’ (McMaster, James, is Assistant Professor of Gender and Women’s Studies and Asian American Studies, Journal of Asian American Studies, " But You Have to Do Something”: The Racialized Holding Environment of Julia Cho’s Office Hour, June 2019," https://muse.jhu.edu/article/728872/pdf/ LM)
It is my contention that this exchange expresses a certain struggle and structure of feelings found by the playwright in Gina, in Dennis, and, by extension, in Seung-Hui Cho: namely, the struggle and structure of Asian American loneliness. If Genevieve, in her insistence that Gina in particular must do something for Dennis, doubles down on the displacement of gendered and racialized caring and pedagogical labor she effected earlier in the narrative, then Gina’s rebuff and redirection of Genevieve asserts that this student’s needs must be met by everyone, at all levels, at all times. The exchange, in other words, resurfaces the complicated interracial relations with which the play began. The pernicious power of Asian American loneliness is given in the sense that nearly no area of Asian American life seems to escape its affective saturation. Drawing on work from Jasbir Puar, I position Asian American loneliness as a racialized condition of “debility” that indexes both a structural reality of racialized social isolation under semiocapitalism and a psychic and affective condition comorbid with other (deracinated) conditions more legible within the logic of medical diagnosis. Recontextualizing and compounding Bifo’s claims, Asian American loneliness might be given in and as the isolation that characterizes the Asian immigrant experience, as well as its often concomitant linguistic and performatic otherness. Or else and in other contexts, Asian American loneliness might be the mood of the model minority—the subject whose supposed success seems to [End Page 147] delegitimize claims to suffering and solidarity that might be made to the dominant culture or its other dominated others. When experienced in this latter mode especially, the unbearability of Asian American loneliness for the (assimilative) Asian American subject often leads to the splintering of interracial coalition insofar as this particular structure of ugly feelings frequently yields antiblack performances of what Jared Sexton has called “people of color blindness,” performances such as the one that Julia Cho depicts in this interaction between Gina and Genevieve. Indeed, while I read Gina’s (somewhat suppressed) anger as an expressive eruption of Asian American loneliness generated by a situation of profound burden and isolation, I would also suggest that it is misdirected at Genevieve. Gina forgets that Genevieve is also and, as a black woman, especially overwhelmed by the twinned burdens of care and representation. In other words, in seeking assistance from Genevieve, Gina forgets that Genevieve’s burden came prior (indeed, in a world structurally constituted by and against antiblackness, is prior) to her own. The exchange demonstrates that Asian American loneliness functions not only as a drain on Asian American life, but as a mechanism potentially productive of antiblack burden, as well. 
Source: K - SemioCap - Michigan Classic 2023 CGO · Michigan · 2023




