Neoliberal capitalism has internalized communication enabling semiocapitalism and detrimental communications
St. Pierre, 19’ (St. Pierre, Joshua, Joshua St. Pierre is Canada Research Chair (Tier 2) in Critical Disability Studies and Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Alberta. He holds a BA in Humanities (Briercrest College), an MA in Philosophy (University of Alberta), and a PhD in Philosophy (University of Alberta), 2019, ‘Fluency Machines: Semiocapitalism, Disability, and Action’  LM)
Yet at the same time, I argue that smooth flows of communication can also close the possibility for political action through the production of seemingly uninterrupted spaces, temporalities, and meanings which close over alternative ways of being and relating. As a mode of “compulsory able-bodiedness” (McRuer 2006), I take fluency to be a regulative ideal that governs how and if speech may enter the common world. The ostensibly seamless flow of signs is a fictive ideal impossible to embody but nevertheless compulsory in its performative demands: offering the appearance of a choice where there is actually none. While semiocapitalism attempts to run semiotic bodies down tractable futures, this effort strains against the dysfluency inherent to the capacity of speech. Since fluency works to close political and social spaces—“covering its tracks,” as it were—a critical disability studies analysis is needed to expose the discontinuities, frictions, and asymmetries in semiocapitalism; to expose these ruptures and counter its smooth operations. The vast array of rhythms, semiotic modes, tempos, dictions, and (racialized or disabled) accents that constitute practices of aural “communication” have become the objective domain of the academic field, professional practice, and locus of treatment protocols called SpeechLanguage Pathology (SLP). This biomedical industry has assumed authority over the truth and technical making of speech.
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