Semiocapitalism takes away basic human rights beyond Queertheory
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Semiocapitalism as coined by FrancoBerardi (2015) has reduced life and death to units of profit, without duration, without con-sistency. This is all because the anthropocene has converted the Earth, its occupants, itshistories and its futures, into a resource defined, manipulated and plundered for humanconsumption. The Earth exists for humans under what Carol Adams (2014) would callthe arrogant eye of anthropocentrism. Adams explicitly connects anthropocentrism withnegation, both of rights and of life. This is why aspirations to humanity have led toracial exclusiory feminism, feminist exclusionary anti-racism, racial and feminine exclusion-ary class warfare and so forth. Aspirations to‘humanity’and‘human rights’is an exclusion-ary and negating framework of liberation from oppression and has at its anthropocentriccore an operation of othering in order for anyfighting party to ascend:It is conventionally said that oppression dehumanizes, that it reduces humans to animal status.But oppression cannot dehumanize animals. Animals exist categorically as that which is nothuman...resistance against oppression for humans involves recognizing their‘humanity’.But it is a humanity born of negating. (Adams1995, 77)Defining rights as human has long associated feminism with the demand to become orperform masculinity, racial minoritarianism to perform whiteness and homosexuality toperform heteronormativity. Adams clearly identifies that this structuration of rights isboth anthropocentric and thus by default hierarchical (1995, 78). Feminism in manyways already aligns with anti-anthropocentrism in its demand for difference and itsrefusal of binaries such as nature and culture, the material and the intelligible. Queertheory takes this even further by defying categorisation itself, and without categoriesthere can be no hierarchy. The very concept of differentiation of rights through speciesis defunct from a queer perspective. Beyond queer as a desiring trajectory, queer perspec-tives encounter each manifestation of life as a unique event-organism of expressivity andthe capacity to be affected. A new approach tototalrights for the Earth and all its occu-pants, that rallies against the mass death of nonhuman others, has already embraced thefeminist demand for difference without equivalence to the dominant, and queer’s repudia-tion of ontological recognition that leads to hierarchical placement. Both are a requiredgiven for a new understanding of relations through a natural anti-anthropocentric seriesof relations.We are always parasite, never host. There is no consent asked of the natural. Contem-porary attempts to end the death of the Earth do not go far enough. They speak of reci-procity, of entanglement, of how we can do better. But as long as humans are humans weremain anthropocentric in our impulses, which result in small deviations in human consu-mer practices for which we congratulate ourselves and which are immediately hijacked bysemiocapitalism to become their own kind of profitable ethics.
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