2. Capitalism reinforces hegemonic privilege through classist markets
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Queer time emerges from postmodernism and is a specific mode of temporality that deviates from the hegemonic “temporal frames of bourgeois reproduction and family, longevity, risk/safety, and inheritance” (, p. 6). Queer subcultures, Halberstam suggests, create queer temporalities that deviate from the paradigmatic markers of life experiences—birth, marriage, reproduction, and death. Queer time veers from the “natural” progression of time, and the natural progression is mirrored after bourgeois timelines, expectations, and norms. For example, many queers form families outside of the traditional structure of two parents and offspring, that is, two dads, two moms, and a dad co-parenting, a non-cisgender parent, queer parents, and on and on and on. For the most part, at this point in time, same-sex couples can not biologically reproduce a child in the “traditional” sense. In many U.S. cultures, the normative bloodline and reproduction of family is vital to all the major markers of life experiences. However, class privilege helps reinforce this chrononormativity, for example, paying ridiculous amounts of money for a destination wedding, or buying a daughter a new car on graduating from college, or sending a son to Europe after high school, or inheriting the family business when dad retires. These are all important events in a child’s timeline that are marked/celebrated with monetary gifts, contributing to a classist market that is designed specifically to capitalize on significant temporal life experiences. The power inequalities embedded in capitalism are particularly evident when it comes to inheritance, and by “inheritance,” I mean passing on biological characteristics as well as wealth.
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