Miscalculation causes an open war in the Middle East and jeopardizes global trade.
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The escalation of tension in the Strait of Hormuz poses a security threat to Iran, the US, and countries in the region. The long-term increase in the US deployments of naval, missile defense, intelligence, and asset surveillance in the area prompted Iran to do the same to counter the US. The hope of a peaceful resolution to this crisis is far-fetched because neither side is willing to concede. However, for this crisis to be resolved in a non-violent manner, both parties must reach an agreement and mutual understanding (Slade 2019). If the escalation of tensions in the region continues, a miscalculated move by either side can create an open war that leads to an even greater catastrophe.
Tensions between the US and Iran in the Strait of Hormuz impact three things. The first is regional instability. Tensions in the Strait of Hormuz are not just between Iran and the US. Strait’s user countries, both Middle Eastern countries and outside the region, are also experiencing tensions with Iran. The extension of the tension’s impact happened due to Iran’s activities which significantly increased the scope and rate of missile attacks directed at the oil infrastructure and other countries’ ships sailing through the Strait of Hormuz (Goldenbrg al. 2019). Since the US reimposed economic sanctions targeting Iran’s oil exports in 2018, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani stated that if Iranian oil cannot exit through the Strait of Hormuz, then oil from other countries must not go through the strait accordingly. The policy underlies several of Iran’s attacks in the Strait of Hormuz. Iran carried out a series of attacks in the form of confiscation and detonation of tankers from other countries such as Britain, Saudi Arabia, Japan, Norway, and even South Korea to threaten these countries to lift their sanctions immediately (Gambrell 2019).
The response to the threats in the Strait of Hormuz from the strait’s user countries was that they join the US-led maritime security operation known as the International Maritime Security Construct (IMSC). This maritime security operation was established on November 7, 2019, and mainly aimed to deter Iranian activities. This operation is sponsored by the United States and countries throughout the area to ensure the freedom of sea-based trading and shipping lane in the Strait (IMSC 2021). Iran perceives this US-led maritime security operation as a threat and diplomatic pressure against it. Moreover, Iran has also proposed a security cooperation called Hormuz Peace Endeavor (HOPE) with the United Nations so that Middle Eastern countries will also support and participate together with Iran. However, unfortunately, regional governments did not receive the proposal for Iran’s security cooperation well, and they even decided to join the US in IMSC (Vaisi 2020).
Secondly, apart from disrupting regional security, the US-Iran tension on the Hormuz Strait also jeopardized global trade, especially if it is related to the needs of every country in the world for energy and oil flow from the strait. To counter the US, its sanctions, and its alliance, Iran has caused oil infrastructure damage, attacks and seizures of tankers passing through the Strait of Hormuz, and other incidents. The attacks in Saudi Arabia, Aramco’s facilities in Abqaiq, and Khurais, for instance, have disrupted the production capacity of 5,7 million barrels per day (BPD) and resulted in the company temporarily halting shipments through the Strait of Hormuz (Goldenbrg et al. 2019).
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