Laser weapons and the integration of the Longbow Hellfire onto combat ships deters Iranian small boats.
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The United States has developed various strategies for effectively dealing with Iran’s kinetic swarm tactics. Attempting to use Harpoon or Tomahawk missiles has proved infeasible due to cost implications from the millions of dollars’ worth of missiles that far exceed the cost of Iranian swarm vessels.131 Accordingly, the U.S. Navy has opted to use kinetic-energy or laser weapons with the forerunner, laser weapons-armed ship the USS Ponce already in operation in the Middle East. Unlike conventional missiles, Lasers are cheap, spending just several cents to fire. Furthermore, while a ship is limited to carrying a finite number of missiles, lasers allow U.S. naval ships almost an infinite ammunition stockpile that comes in handy in responding to the threat posed by the Iranian speedboats swarm.132 
Besides lasers, other U.S. Navy ventures to solve the Iranian speedboat threats involve integrating the Longbow Hellfire surface-to-surface missile module (SSMM) system onto U.S. Navy’s littoral combat ships. Accordingly, the U.S. Navy has successfully tested the Longbow Hellfire missile system mounted on a Littoral Combat Ship. In the mid-June simulations off the Virginia coast, the Longbow Hellfire modified missiles effectively destroyed a swarm of small boat targets, including 7 out of the overall 8 targets engaged by the system, with the sole miss blamed on target issue unrelated to the capability of the missile.133 The test simulated the engagement of numerous fast-attack crafts such as those employed by Iran’s navy. The Guided Test Vehicle-1 simulation demonstrated the effectiveness of the proposed Longbow Hellfire launched missile coupled with a seeker in dealing with the threat posed by Iran’s high-speed maneuvering surface targets (HSMSTs) in the form of FACs and FIACs.134 Furthermore, the “fire and forget” Raytheon’s Griffin IIB missiles held by littoral combat ships enable the firing of numerous missiles simultaneously.135 
Like most navies around the world, the more training invested in its people, the better potential exist to be prepared to combat a quick acting threat like Iran’s small boats. Additionally, complacency and the sense of “this is normal behavior” cannot be overstated as the biggest threat to U.S. capability to defend its assets in the region. Taking into consideration the ROE for the operational area combined with increasing pressure from IRGCN tactics, Commanding Officers are placed in a challenging quid pro quo position of: take action to protect my ship and crew possibly starting a political nightmare, or absorb a first attack and retaliate also possibly starting a political nightmare. The ultimate goal is to remain de-escalatory, but defend the ship and its crew. This is an area that remains to be studied and researched.
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