It’s a prior question – speculative planning in the simulation of military policy mandates a ‘readiness’ to roll-back the plan. Historicizing war-making exposes the reproduction of military presence through everyday conditions.
Hyde 15 (Alexandra, faculty fellow at the Gender Institute, “The present tense of Afghanistan: accounting for space, time, and gender in processes of militarization,” Gender, Place & Culture: A Journal of Feminist Geography  R.C.)
What the rupture of op minimise shows is that even when particular spaces have been constructed as fixed and stable, such as ‘home’ as a place of identity, security and ‘reassuring boundedness’ (Massey 1994, 169), they cannot be understood as insulated against the contingency of political events and dismissed from an understanding of the depths to which ‘international relations’ penetrate. Fundamentally, it is a spatial logic that posits soldiers in the role of geopolitical actors who are ‘mobilised’ as part of the global reach of contemporary US and British military power, for example, while their wives are ‘left behind’ (Massey 1994, 10) to maintain place as a fixed locus of belonging (Massey 1994, 180). Such a configuration underestimates the ways in which any place is an active site of presence that is constituted in different ways at different times. What is at stake in a multi-dimensional understanding of militarisation and its effects, one that takes into account the contingency of time and the experience of the same events in different places, is the imperative to take the presence of Afghanistan as it is experienced by the families of service personnel as seriously as a soldier’s experience of being present in Afghanistan. But the mandate to pay attention to everyday times and spaces of militarisation goes beyond the need to look simply at moments of rupture and discontinuity. As Woodward has argued, war is merely the most obvious manifestation of military force, the apex of a pyramid that at its base includes the ‘continual preparations which states make in order to be able to wage war’ (2004, 4). Although military bases such as Camp Bastion have gained totemic visibility as part of current theatres of war, for example, more detailed accounts of the everyday workings of such bases attest to a curious degree of ambiguity with respect to their war-fighting purpose. Paying attention to their internal, day-to-day function illustrates how even those bases that might be described as ‘front line’ installations betray the more banal manifestations of military presence: [t]ours in Iraq and Afghanistan, lengthened to one year like a tour in South Korea, have many of the accoutrements of garrison life, such as gymnasiums, cafeterias, post exchanges, and other qualities that evince a more stable garrison life than a nation at war. (Morgan 2006, 208) Such research highlights the need to pay attention to the reproduction of the military as an institution6 and the everyday conditions in and through which war is normalised. As Lefebvre argues ‘The army has its everyday life’ ([1961] 2008, 41). In the same way that battle’s other is the homefront, ‘war’s shadow’ is ‘readiness’ (Lutz 2001, 7). Research on or around military bases (Lutz 2001; MacLeish 2013) reveals the repetition, rehearsal and simulation entailed in the military’s requirement for ‘combat readiness’, which ‘because it involves peering into the void of the future and the blurry shapes of the present’, Lutz argues, ‘must also be mythic’ (2001, 87). The everyday life of the army, therefore, is founded on temporal conditions that go beyond the sudden interruption of events, and are bound up in the contingency of what might happen. Militarily, these conditions reach their apotheosis in the pre-emptive strike, and within critical scholarship, war games and combat readiness can tell us much about the mythologies of the nation and its others (Lutz 2001, 87). Less common, however, is research on the everyday lived experience of this contingency, an altogether more diffuse process of militarisation. In the concluding section of this essay, therefore, I wish to consider some of the everyday forms this contingency takes, which can be understood as the way in which Afghanistan makes its presence felt. 
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