The US is countering China in Africa now.
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“As a first priority, we need to prevent or deter a Chinese space on the Atlantic coast of Africa,” Townsend stated. The U.S. has recently sent an interagency delegation to that country to discuss U.S. security concerns, he added.
“Modest investments today can yield a continent of partners tomorrow. We are most effective when we synchronize diplomacy, development, and defense.” Townsend stated referring to the 0.3% of the DOD operating budget and manpower being spent on United States Africa Command.
For the past few months, US authorities have been speculating that the Chinese Peoples’ Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) building a military base at the Equato-Guinean mainland port of Bata, according to classified intelligence reports revealed by The Wall Street Journal in December 2021.
“They’re looking for a place where they can rearm and repair warships. That becomes militarily useful in conflict,” said Townsend.
He added that a Chinese naval base in the Atlantic would be unsettling for US military interests, considering the relatively short distance between Africa’s West Coast and the U.S East Coast. A Chinese base on Africa’s northern Atlantic Coast could be its closest to U.S national waters.
China holds a large percentage of foreign debt and also has extended leases on critical infrastructure, including ports and airports in other parts of Africa, Townsend said.
The PLAN already has a naval base in strategically located Djibouti, next to the United States military’s Camo Lemonnier.
As strategically vital as Djibouti is, the US appears even more concerned about the potential for a Chinese military base on Africa’s western coastline. Dr. Freedom Onuoha, a senior lecturer at the Department of Political Science at the University of Nigeria–Nsukka, told Nigerian media that “A Chinese base in the Atlantic Ocean can play a decisive role in cutting off US access to strategic resources from many African states if conflict breaks out in the future. In a situation of intense hostility or great power confrontation in the future, it makes it a lot easier for China’s naval forces to stroll up and down Africa’s Atlantic coastline”.
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