Migrants do not disprove – voluntarily movement is meaningfully distinct 
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Third, we might wonder whether my account emphasizes too strongly the interest in staying in place. The experiences of migrants show that relocation does not always result in significant setbacks. This might make us suspect that staying put is not a strong interest. While I agree that people often move, I do not think this shows that people lack a strong interest in the right to stay put. It is a very different thing to move voluntarily than to move because one is not allowed to stay. Undocumented migrants, for example, are not allowed to remain in their host country permanently, even when they came as young children and even when they have lived in a place for a long time. As a result, they find it difficult to commit to relationships, to undertake education, start a business, or participate fully in the community because at any moment they might be required to leave. So one can have a strong interest in the protections that enable one to form located life plans in a place, even if one in fact chooses to waive these protections and to move somewhere else.23 These protections grant one security in one’s plans and com- mitments, and make the choice to move meaningfully one’s own.
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