Military presence is bases---broad consensus
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In  the article China’s Military Presence in Africa: Implications for Africa’s Wobbling Peace (hereinafter referred to as the Article), Dr. Chuka Enuka traced back to the history of the peacekeeping operations in and the arms sales to Africa by China, and proposed that the arms sales from China to Africa are a major cause of the domestic conflicts, dictatorship, human rights suppression, and economic underdevelopment in many African nations, and also the cause of the acceleration of arms races between a number of African countries. Though his view may appear to somebody to be innovative, his reasoning could not stand close examination and should be questioned in following aspects. Fi rst of all, the title itself is misleading and improper. As is generally acknowledged by the circle of international relations studies, the term “military presence” typically refers to the establishment of military bases in and the direct involvement in the domestic military conflicts of one sovereign state by another sovereign state. However, the so-called “military presence” misused in the Article only referred to China’s participation in the peacekeeping operations authorized by the United Nations and the arms sales to Africa, neither of which are defined in the category of military presence. Therefore, the title should be corrected.
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