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Military presence is defined by at least one hundred active-duty military personnel who are permanently stationed in host countries. Forces that are temporarily deployed for covert or classified operations or forces deployed for humanitarian relief do not constitute a "presence" in the sense employed here. Also excluded from consideration are those forces not under direct control of the United States or the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Accordingly. UN sponsored forces that may or may not include contingents from the U.S. or NATO member-countries are disqualified. This definition also avoids the tricky business of quantifying the approximately 12,000 American overseas military bases or installations from 1945 to 1988 that have housed (sometimes on a regular basis) U.S. forces. As such, the United States enjoys access to hundreds of military installations in allied or friendly countries and territorial possessions that are occupied by only a handful of military personnel. While most of these installations are owned and maintained by the U.S. government and generally indicate security agreements between the U.S. and host nations, they alone do not constitute a military presence. Many overseas facilities that are frequently utilized by American air. land, and naval forces are in fact owned by foreign governments (Blaker 1990). Unquestionably, access to these facilities contributes significantly to U.S. military capabilities in the area, but military capability is not within the purview of this study. Admittedly, access to these foreign-owned installations also suggests some degree of American presence." Yet "access," per se, is not the central component of this variable in the distribution of ODA. Moreover, this presence is discretionary, in that the extent of any American presence is contingent upon the approval of host governments. Finally, the United States maintains military offices in most countries which serve diplomatic or liaison functions between the U.S. and the host governments. For example, throughout the 1980s, the U.S. maintained a greater military "presence1' in the former Soviet Union (e.g., 43 in 1980, 51 in 1984) than in most of the former's Latin American allies who were and are obligated to mutual defense under the Rio Treaty of the Organization of American States (OAS). U.S. military personnel in Soviet Russia thus can hardly be viewed as a military presence. Only when a substantial number of military personnel regularly occupy facilities owned by the deploying government or the host government can we speak of a visible military presence in any real sense.
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