Deontology requires rejection of African colonialism.
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Kant therefore inspires African moral philosophers to boldly challenge the scientific pretexts of neo-liberalism on the African continent. Africans urgently need to articulate and defend the ethics of obuntu-bulamu as an endogenous moral philosophy that ought to jealously prioritise the inherent dignity of African people in the face of instrumental development interventions and policies. African philosophers need to reject the imperialism espoused by neo-liberalism. It must be noted although Africans were able to avert overt colonialism by becoming independent states, colonialism was re-invented through the imposition of neo-liberal development policies from International Financial Institutions. Kant’s deontology cannot be reconciled with moral evils associated with colonialism and this explains his condemnation of European conduct in the colonies in his magna opera, Toward Perpetual Peace (1795) and Metaphysics of Morals (1797).
According to Kleingeld (2014: 53, 54):
In the Doctrine of Right, Kant defines a ‘colony’ in a way that makes the colonial relation necessarily unjust. He describes a colony as a people under the imperial rule of a so-called ‘mother’ state and condemns the resulting relationship as a violation of right…. In the light of the rest of the doctrine of right of the Metaphysics of Morals, it is easy to understand why Kant would regard colonial status as objectionable. Only a republican state—that is, a political system of collective self-legislation by the citizens through their representatives, with the executive being subject to this law—is fully in accord with the innate human right to freedom. Being subject to the rule of another state—the defining feature of colonial status—is incompatible with his ideal of political autonomy. As Kant put it in ‘On the Common Saying’, a paternalistic government is the ‘greatest conceivable despotism’.
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