Starting points matter – refuse the revitalization of Settler lifeworlds
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I plan to introduce a series of papers concerning the necessary stances Indigenous and Black activists – and their ‘allies’ 1 – must take. This issue forwards the basics of my stance and thoughts – as a Black and Indigenous woman – on Indigenous refusal and resurgence (in line with the concerns of Glen Coulthard with contemporary Indigenous and Settler activism).
"Many proposals have been made to us to adopt your laws, your religion, your manners and your customs. We would be better pleased with beholding the good effects of these doctrines in your own practices, than with hearing you talk about them".
- Old Tassel, Chief of the Tsalagi (Cherokee)
For centuries we have been told by Settlers that our lives and stories are merely tools of the Settler, who insists on fueling his new futures with the essence of Indigenous life. Time and time again, the same story unfolds: one more - seemingly benign - policy for the Savage that implicitly affirms the Westphalian sovereignty. Indigenous life struggles to finds its place in an environment intoxicated with stories and promises of progress. Those of us on the Rez increasingly have nothing more to look at than our tribal land grants from the Settler’s institutions as evidence of Indigenous antiquity.
As Glen Coulthard reminds us, the tools to resolve our grievances will never lie in what he terms “recognition,”2 but a refusal of Settler sovereignty. Those who ask us to adopt the tools of colonial institutions, "do not provide the tools required to protect us against the unilateral construction of our rights.” The Indigenous spirit - or adanvdo - can only be vitalized through a politics of resurgence that refuses negotiation in its entirity. Our solution lies in our own communities through a “politics of authentic self-affirmation.” Coulthard forwards the Idle No More movement as evidence of such resurgence. The Indigenous spirit is “reclaimed and revitalized” through its blockades and refusals of Settler lifeworlds. Indigenous activists – even if in everyday conversation – relate to each other in their hatred of the Settler pipelines being built on Turtle Island.
This cannot be a site of negotiation.
More often than not, Indigenous scholars arguing in favor of incremental reforms that rely on a politics of recognition forget that the site at which our demands align does matter. The value in Indigenous activist movements (like Idle No More) lies not in their ability to affect Settler politics, but in the ability to refuse recognition altogether. Even if Indigenous politicians legislatively halted construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline, Indigenous life would not be benefited. This is because the lifeworlds being built are not Indigenous lifeworlds. They are Settler lifeworlds. 
This is not to say the slew of legislative changes enacted by Indigenous politicians has not benefited communities, but to forward an alternative orientation for our politics. I will offer a brief discussion of the “SURVIVE Act” to demonstrate my point. Even if funds are set aside for Indigenous tribes through the “SURVIVE Act” to “respond to the emotional, psychological, or physical needs of a victim of crime,” the question of when we can start building our own lifeworlds still remains. What we need are not more Settler criminal justice systems because the discussion of a “criminal justice system” is - itself – mediated by the destruction of our lifeworlds. Before we were colonized, the Tsalagi had peace towns for wrongdoers, nothing like the prisons now being built on Indigenous lands for wrongdoers.
This shit is all wrong. Stop telling me what to do. Let Indigenous activists create solutions from the mobilization of our politics. Don’t make us touch your shit.
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