Risk is inverted---decentralized renewables decimate capacity for petrostate war-making. 
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The political and economic power of petrostates will gradually decline as renewable energy sources become more widespread. This means that states like Russia and the Gulf States might lose their status as powerhouses in the geopolitics of energy. This can create internal instability with potential spillover risks for entire regions. Already, countries like Sudan, Nigeria and Chad may be facing ‘shock decarbonization’ as revenues from oil – their main export commodity – plummet, leaving regimes unable to sustain fragile political settlements.
In the absence of powerful global governance structures, we can expect new conflict lines to emerge from at least three central developments. First, the shift from carbon to renewable forms of energy also means a shift between different forms of power. Second, the future will be defined by governance forms tightly connected to specific energy technologies. Third, the global demand for transition-critical minerals to produce renewable energy will accelerate and pull new states to the center of geopolitical competition.
Shift in geopolitical power
The power to shut off oil and gas supplies dominated 20th century geopolitics, because fossil fuels were concentrated in specific geographical locations. With one decision in 1973, OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries) members could increase oil prices and plunge the economies of many developed countries into deep crisis.
By turning a handle, Russia could stop gas flowing through Ukraine in 2006 with instant repercussions for Central and Eastern Europe. With the transition to renewable energy, this form of power may decrease. Greater reliance on renewable Wind and solar energy is harvested in a decentralized fashion – thus making it harder to use as an efficient political energy weapon.
Instead, electricity cut-offs might become a new foreign policy tool and cyber-attacks a new threat to critical energy infrastructure worldwide In 2015 a cyber-attack on the Ukrainian power grid left a quarter of a million Ukrainians without electricity.
As utilities around the globe turn to sources of renewable energy, digitalization, and smart solutions, cyber sabotage on a small scale is likely to become one of the key features of energy geopolitics. The cyber-attacks on key geopolitical players such as the US, China, Iran, or India illustrate how also large states can be hit. As energy generation and transmission in the future geopolitics of energy becomes more modernized and diffused, so do the power tools to disrupt and control it.
Energy independence
Different forms of energy technology pave the way for specific governance structures. Struggles to secure a stable and affordable stream of carbon energy ranked high on the 20th century geopolitical agenda and involved interventions, arms deals, and the creation of dedicated international bodies such as the IEA (International Energy Agency) and OPEC.
In addition, the vast and costly technical machineries needed to extract, process, and transport carbon energy required ‘energy statecraft’, or government involvement and centralized forms of control. Renewable energy, by contrast, can be generated by smaller harvesting and storage systems, independent from centralized energy grids. This has important economic and political implications.
Small-scale distributed energy generation lowers strategic vulnerability of highly interconnected and digitalized systems, as control over energy supplies is exercised at the sub-national level, for instance through energy cooperatives and community energy networks. Thus, decentralized power generation contains the promise of energy independence at the local and regional levels.
However, this may weaken the power of central governments, decrease their tax revenues, and empower local communities. Since it increases states’ energy self-sufficiency it also reduces geopolitical competition. This may alter, political alliances and hierarchies based on fossil fuels, like OPEC.
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