Perm do both – the aff remains integral to any form of “actualizing” communist organizing – the net benefit is reparative justice as the first step to intersect colonial histories and prioritize degrowth as an ongoing ethic and process outside of global North dominance. 
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A degrowth approach advocates a managed transition to an economy which maintains an ecological ceiling while prioritising health and social wellbeing. Many of the industries supported in the name of ‘economic growth’, such as the fossil fuel industry, the military and fast fashion, are based on social and environmental violence and need to be dismantled. However, rejecting GDP does not mean rejecting abundance. The goal of degrowth is to move away from an economy designed solely for material output and wealth accumulation. Degrowth advocates for an economy which does not demand endless resource use, but instead distributes resources equitably, and is designed for an abundance of public wellbeing, not private wealth [51]. As Jason Hickel states, “degrowth calls for abundance in order to render growth unnecessary. Degrowth, at its core, is a demand for radical abundance” [56]. Proposals to achieve this include public ownership and dismantling or transformation of harmful industries; wealth and corporate taxation; the implementation of a social foundation including universal public services; a universal basic income; large scale investment in a green transition; and a climate job guarantee [57].
Importantly, for any new economic paradigm to meet the joint goals of health and climate justice, it must implement reparations–this is explicitly part of degrowth. Reparations requires ending economic, social, and political dominance of the global North and returning wealth and land to the communities whose health has been most harmed by colonial capitalism. Reparations are not just a way to address past harm, but a world making project to build just and ecological futures [58].
Reparations are more essential than ever in the context of a climate crisis which will worsen the injustices created by colonialism, slavery, and capitalism. As Ta´´ıwò writes—“Climate change will redistribute social advantages in a way that compounds and locks in the distributional injustices we have inherited from history [59].” Formerly colonised parts of the world are at greater risk not just because of their geographical location, but because of unjust wealth and resource distribution.
Reparative justice can take many forms, including unconditional cash transfers; global climate funding in line with responsibility; tackling tax havens; divestment away from harmful industries towards investment in communities; and grassroots democracy [58]. At the international level, Perry proposes that reparations can be materialised through a Global Climate Stabilisation Fund, and a Resilience financing scheme for loss and damage [60], for example. Simultaneously, Heron highlights the importance of food sovereignty, technology transfer, debt cancellation, land back, the end of occupations and the space to develop freely and independently [61].
There is nothing radical about abolishing a system that was built to extract and destroy. It is simply a basic call to value health by ending ongoing harms at their root, repairing damage through monetary and holistic reparations, and building systems with justice and health as their foundation. Colonial capitalism relies on a white supremacist ideology based on hierarchies of power, devaluation of life, and the separation of humans from nature and each other. New economics must also offer social visions based on collective care and transformative justice. Reparative justice not only includes the transfer of resources and power, but of a complete rejection of the values and philosophies which the current economic order is built on. By leaning on practices that foster values of caring, compassion, and communal healing, we can build a better world, one steeped in abundance of wellbeing, not profit.
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