Government regulation of media should be minimal
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THE idea that government control of news media content should be minimal and that freedom of the press should be guaranteed by the state’s most fundamental laws has be- come popular in countries throughout the world. Most modern constitutions explicitly promise their citizens the right to freely express and publicize their political views. In the United States, a democratic country, the Bill of Rights of the US Constitution, for exam- ple, prohibits the national legislature from passing any law abridging the freedom of speech or the freedom of the press. But freedom of the press is also legally protected even in states where authoritarian forms of government prevail. In Russia, which has traditionally had authoritarian governments, Article 29 of the Constitution nonetheless ex- plicitly guarantees freedom of speech and thought, unhindered public access to information, and freedom of the media from government pressure to control news coverage. Censorship is expressly forbidden. Those are the constitutional provisions; whether govern- ments obey them is a matter of debate.
Source: Advantage CP - UTNIF 2023 · UTNIF · 2023




