Enforcing tax laws doesn’t collapse federalism – no overreach. 
Porter 23 – Joe Porter is a contributor and reporter at Syracuse.com, [“Enforcing Tax Laws Isn’t ‘Government Overreach’ by the IRS”, Syracuse.com, 1/26/2023, ]RA
Williams called last year’s funding for the IRS “government overreach,” but since when is law enforcement government overreach? Defunding the IRS is as stupid as defunding the police forces across America. It’s as extreme as it is unwise. It deprives our government of much-needed revenue and deprives taxpayers of much-needed services to help them file their tax forms. Williams says, “The IRS has a long history of abusing their power to intimidate Americans.” Really? Law-abiding Americans? More so than other federal law-enforcement agencies like the FBI, the DEA or ICE? The IRS is not a charitable organization; it should strictly enforce the tax laws passed by Congress. If the Republicans want a smaller IRS budget, then their Ways and Means Committee should write a more simplified tax code; it’s the complexity of the tax code that makes it expensive to comply with and enforce. Both political parties have failed us when it comes to collecting taxes. This is largely why our federal government swims in the red ink of deficit spending every year and why our national debt is over $31 trillion. However, the Democrats seem to be waking up. They want to enlarge the understaffed IRS and replace its outdated technology, all in an effort to stop large corporations and wealthy individuals from evading taxes. Janet Yellen, our Treasury Secretary, told Reuters that the tax gap — the difference between what is owed the government and what is paid — amounts annually to “$600 billion in unpaid tax bills.” That’s revenue we could be investing in America. Amy Hanauer, executive director of the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, told Newsweek, “Defunding the IRS is an attack on tax enforcement and the fairness of our entire tax system.” Like the lemmings of Jan. 6th, the lemmings of the 118th Congress will eventually learn that what the American people want is not protectionism for wealthy tax cheats, nor a weakened federal government, but law and order.
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