“United States” means a state/territory under its control
‎Henry Campbell Black ’79 (Editor of the Constitutional Review, founder of Black’s Law Dictionary most widely used legal dictionary in the nation, honorary law degree “Black’s Law Dictionary” West Publishing Co. vol. 4 p.  1703 https://heimatundrecht.de/sites/default/files/dokumente/Black%27sLaw4th.pdf)//ahigh
UNITED STATES. This term has several meanings. It may be merely the name of a sovereign occupying the position analogous to that of other sovereigns in family of nations, it may designate territory over which sovereignty of United States extends, or it may be collective name of the states which are united by and under the Constitution. 
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