Incorporating growth into the alternative DOOMS it to failure
Temesgen et al. 19 – A.K. Temesgen, V.M. Storsletten, and O.D Jakobsen are researchers and theorists about neoclassical economics and economics broadly. They are all deeply interested in economics. They are also deeply interested in neoclassical economics, [“Circular Economy – Reducing Symptoms or Radical Change?Philosophy of Management, DOI: 10.1007/s40926-019-00112-1]RA
Conclusion Our civilization faces an unprecedented combination of social, economic and environmental challenges that require fundamental changes to the global economy. These problems are often interdependent, complex and plagued by uncertainty. Therefore, they require a close examination of the foundations of our economic system. Circular Economy (CE) has gained prominence as part of the solution to these challenges. In this article, we argue that to explore whether CE is a solution to these challenges, we need to examine the foundations of its development (its worldview, ontology, epistemology and axiology). Circular Economy that fails to critically examine and challenge the foundational basis of unlimited economic growth operates within the same mechanistic worldview as mainstream economics. Economics based on the mechanical perspective is characterized by the idea that individuals are isolated actors and society represents no real unity in itself. Unlimited economic growth is a societal good and the ultimate goal of economic policies. Nature has no intrinsic value and is seen as an instrument towards this goal. It this worldview, CE will operate as a protective belt to the hard core of mainstream economics. Circular Economy that operates within an organic worldview recognizes and values networks and relationships in nature and society. It accepts that the economy should serve society and nature. It aims to build communities and reduce social injustice. In this worldview, CE can contribute to finding creative solutions that will not be restricted by the demand of maintaining unlimited growth. It will also be easier to accept (as industrial ecologists recommend) that any discussion of moving towards a circular economy needs to be accompanied by the conviction to reduce our consumption of natural resources (even at the expense of an ever expanding economy). To solve the complex challenges connected to environment, society and economy, implementing a circular economy could, in both contexts, be an important part of the answer, within the existing mechanical system by reducing symptoms (reactive), in an alternative organic system by increasing the life forces (proactive) in economy, society and nature.
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