State action creates the foundation for a national program
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STATES GO IT ALONE US cities and states are adopting elements of the Green New Deal’s framework to address local needs. These local adaptations of the Green New Deal are becoming building blocks in accomplishing its establishment nationwide. For example, Maine’s version of the Green New Deal is the first to be backed by multiple major labour unions – an important ally in infrastructure reform. Meanwhile, the national Green New Deal has only recently gained the support of one labour union. The Illinois Green New Deal focuses on the environmental justice bill while at the national level there has been criticism for including it. Legislators in Washington encompassed utilities in the passage of its Green New Deal, which often are ignored in the climate change discussion regarding the transition of renewables. Grassroots activism has allowed these states to bring this legislation forward. None more apparent than in Minnesota. It’s Green New Deal, which has been youth-led, pulls from many aspects of the federal Green New Deal, but most significantly aims to transition Minnesota’s utilities to be 100 per cent carbon-free by 2030. Washington is the only state to pass its bill while the others are still in the process. It should be noted that Maine, Illinois and Washington’s legislative branches are Democrat-controlled, but Minnesota’s senate is Republican-controlled and its House of Representatives is Democrat-controlled. Some states have been building towards something akin to a Green New Deal long before the debate came to Capitol Hill. For example, California has been leading the nation on what sustainable, environmentally-minded reform looks like, and how possible it is to strive for, even without national direction. Although California’s climate and renewable energy policies are not labelled as a ‘Green New Deal’, they seek to accomplish many of the same core aims. SOWING THE SEEDS OF A GREEN NEW DEAL The Trump administration will likely never implement something akin to a Green New Deal. That doesn’t mean its death, however. The US federal system allows states to move in a different direction to the White House and this is a case where there is strong evidence that they could. As momentum builds and states continue to adopt and strengthen legislation with the Green New Deal in mind, the foundation for a national framework will be built incrementally. The Green New Deal is feasible and possible. Municipalities and states around the United States are already making it happen.
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