Expanding social security benefits allows residents of Puerto Rico to grant relief without congressional action – makes funds available immediately and correctly distributes them
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Implementing SNAP in Puerto Rico would significantly improve natural disaster relief efforts. In a 2019 audit report, after Hurricanes Irma and Maria, the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) for the U.S. Department of Agriculture reviewed the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS)'s supplemental funding to NAP and found several deficiencies that could be improved by a transition to SNAP.109 If Puerto Rico had used SNAP prior to the hurricanes, the island could have requested and operated a Disaster SNAP (D-SNAP), intended to respond to the expanding need following a natural disaster, which would have provided a full month's benefit allotment to households that may not normally have qualified for SNAP.1 0 Without D-SNAP, Puerto Rico must rely on Congress to pass disaster relief legislation that authorizes funding for additional benefits in the wake of a natural disaster.11 The FNS and Puerto Rico's Administration of Socioeconomic Development of the Family (ADSEF) must complete the grant cooperative agreement and the internal control plan.11 2 ADSEF must then develop and submit a comprehensive plan for how to spend the additional funding, a communications plan, and a regional impact plan for approval-all while operating in disastrous conditions. 113 The OIG audit report found that because of this process, emergency nutrition assistance funding did not reach Puerto Rico until six months after Hurricane Maria.11 4 In comparison, the U.S. Virgin Islands utilized D- SNAP and received aid 47 days after Hurricane Maria." 5 Without authority under D-SNAP, Puerto Rico is unable to effectively plan how to distribute emergency funding prior to a natural disaster because it does not know when it will receive funding, how much funding will be granted, or what requirements will be tied to the funds. 1 ' Implementing SNAP would grant Puerto Rico permanent statutory authority to operate D-SNAP, eliminate these planning and approval hurdles, and ultimately lead to faster aid in the wake of a natural disaster Quicker relief is not the only benefit to implementing SNAP in Puerto Rico. The OIG audit report also found that there is room to improve disaster nutrition assistance by improving coordination with other federal agencies performing disaster relief efforts on the island, like FEMA."1 7 Instead, FNS and ADSEF spent several months developing a comprehensive plan for administering the supplemental NAP funds after Hurricane Irma and Maria, leading to a six- to seven-month delay in setting up temporary application sites on the island for individuals seeking supplemental relief.iS Had SNAP been timely operating sites around the island, they could have been modified into joint application sites.i9 Joint application sites would have streamlined the application process and prevented individuals from needing to travel to multiple sites throughout the island to apply for aid from each agency individually, especially when structural barriers, such as transportation delays and road closures, made traveling even more challenging. A transition to SNAP would further strengthen FNS's oversight of Puerto Rico's eligibility system. The OIG audit report found that between March and September 2018, there were $1.4 million in overpayments of supplemental NAP funds, $1.5 million in underpayments, and $1.2 million in payments to deceased recipients. 120 This was partly due to a coding error in the eligibility system that overwrote data when caseworkers entered data in the retroactive claims module of the system, resulting in over or underpayments to some households. 121 Puerto Rico was also not using data from the Social Security Administration (SSA)'s death information to remove deceased participants from its records. 122 Instead, Puerto Rico used information from the Puerto Rico Department of Health Vital Records, which only had information on individuals who died between 2000 and 2015.123 Under SNAP, FNS requires state agencies to compare their records to SSA's database. 124 Thus, if Puerto Rico had operated SNAP, it would not only have planned for and received aid more quickly, but it also would have received better oversight from the federal government to eliminate administrative errors and increase better coordination with other federal agencies, allowing these agencies to pool resources and share data. All of these measures would create a more efficient system to aid Puerto Rico in its disaster relief efforts and provide enough funding to meet the needs of all of its eligible beneficiaries. 
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