The U.S. federal government has a responsibility to help impoverished Puerto Ricans----but the aid gap is only growing
Povey 21 (Oliver Povey is a journalist with expertise in history, economics, labor, politics, world news, “Does Puerto Rico get social security benefits?” 11-16-2021 ) [CT]
"In the territories, Congress has the entire dominion and sovereignty, national and local, and has full legislative power over all subjects upon which a state legislature might act. It may legislate directly with respect to the local affairs of a territory or it may transfer that function to a legislature elected by the citizens thereof, which will then be invested with all legislative power except as limited by the Constitution of the United States and acts of Congress."
This fate is shared by other US possessions, such as Guam and American Samoa. in effect, it means the territories can be treated with nowhere near the care and support of the states in the US. This is where the court discussions surrounding Social Security are so important.
In the contiguous US, citizens are eligible for SSI payments when their monthly earnings drop below $750 a month. In Puerto Rico, where the people are also citizens, they cannot earn more than $65 a month. To compound this, the average benefit on the island is a meager $77 a month, compared to the average in the US of $533 a month. In comparison, a person in Texas would receive ten times more than someone in Puerto Rico from their job and SSI benefits combined, if they were working just under the threshold. It is then no wonder that 44 percent of Puerto Ricans live in poverty, far higher than any state in the US.
About 700,000 people living in Puerto Rico would qualify for SSI benefits if the Supreme Court rejects the Justice Department's appeal.
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