Receiving SSI benefits enables access to SNAP and Medicaid programs
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1. The Federal Framework Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is a cash benefit received by over eight million Americans who are elderly, blind, or have a disability as de- fined by federal law. 186 The maximum monthly SSI benefit for an individual 187 recipient is set at $794 and is not based on a recipient's prior earnings. Furthermore, the income threshold is set nationwide and the asset test is much lower than other means-tested programs.188 Notably, SSI recipients who live alone, or where all household members receive SSI, are eligible for SNAP and typically eligible for Medicaid.189 Lastly, as a part of the larger So- cial Security apparatus, SSI recipients have the same recourse to administra- tive procedure as recipients of benefits through the Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) program.190 
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