Otherwise, public debt is unsustainable. 
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 [*1756] B. Puerto Rico and the U.S. Territories' Political-Process Problems: Colonialism Denies Both U.S. Representation and Economic and Political Autonomy
The plight of the U.S. territories is further obscured by the very colonial structure they seek to overcome. The territories exist in constitutional limbo, as they are considered to be "foreign in a domestic sense."216 They are neither states nor independent sovereigns. Under this unincorporated status, only constitutional guarantees not deemed "impractical and anomalous" apply.217 The territories lack voting rights and voting representation in Congress under the constitutional structure.218 They also lack economic and political autonomy. This is evidenced by the unequal and exploitative treatment that caused Puerto Rico's unsustainable public debt219 and the denial of Puerto Rico's self-governance or self-determination in addressing that debt.220
This political-process problem places the territories in an impossible position. They consist of populations of discrete, insular, and disfavored minorities without political power who have to persuade the legislative, executive, and judicial branches to address their separate and unequal status.
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