Puerto Rican subordination enables international organized crime and drug trafficking. Autonomy reverse causally solves enforcement. 
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Puerto Rico is subjected to Federal legislation regarding most areas of governmental action. This includes, among others, citizenship and naturalization, international trade, government's international representation, postal services, interstate commerce regulations, migration, most diplomatic representation, military affairs, monetary policy, and federally defined crimes and drug interdiction.Footnote2 In many ways, Puerto Rico has a subordinate status of a state in modern times but with no meaningful type of political sovereignty. The expansion of federal powersFootnote3 in Puerto Rico is not protected by representation in the Federal system. That is why students of Puerto Rico's political status agree it is a modern variant of colonialism (Cabán, 2017; Rivera Ramos, 2007). Contrary to the case of the federal states, a non-incorporated territory is not represented in the U.S. Senate, has limited representation in the House of Representatives, and Puerto Ricans residing in the territory do not vote in Federal elections. From this point of view, it is a strange case of direct colonial control characterized by a heavy dose of democratic deficit (Torruella, 1988; Trías Monge, 1997; Weiss & Setser, 2019).
As part of this territorial relationship, Puerto Ricans were collectively naturalized as U.S. citizens in 1917 and subsequently granted birthright citizenship (Venator Santiago, 2017). This gives Puerto Ricans free access to the states and the protection of most U.S. individual civil rights. The Island receives, on average, approximately $20 billion in annual transfers from Federal programs related to health, education, family services, and housing (U.S. Spending Profile, 2021–2022). In fact, 33% of the personal income of Puerto Ricans comes from Federal transfers (Economic Report to the Governor, 2020).
Puerto Rico's total G.N.P. for 2020 was $70,186.9 million (Economic Report to the Governor, 2020). However, under U.S. Federal standards, 43.5% of its population lives in poverty, as well as 57% of its children (U.S. Census Bureau, 2015–2019). The Island's population has declined 11.8% from 2010 to 2021 (U.S. Census Bureau, 2021), and the labor participation rate remains relatively small at 40.5% (Economic Report to the Governor, 2020, p. 16). Also, an informal economy, fueled partly by illegal drug trafficking, results in elevated levels of social violence. Puerto Rico is besieged by international drug trafficking (U.S. Department of Justice, 2011), which is related to a murder rate of 19.3 homicides for every 100,000 people (Statista, 2021).
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