The aff’s discussion about the history of colonialism, discrimination against territories, and legal marginalization forces confrontation which unsettles whitewashed narratives about American history and jurisprudence. 
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All of these efforts require education about history and the state of the law. The fact that the Insular Cases are rarely taught in history classes or law schools shows what erasure from the record can mean for marginalized  [*1761]  people. The fact that the Insular Cases remain on the books even after Vaello Madero and other cases clearly demonstrate the stark and cruel effects that the incorporation doctrine has had in denying equal protection to U.S. citizens solely because they reside in the U.S. "colony" of Puerto Rico. And it shows just how difficult the battle for racial justice can be even when the facts are presented in a clear and direct way.
The truth about American history and its relationship to current law and social organization must continue to be told.244 This retelling is especially urgent at a time of racial reckoning. Now more than ever, we must confront forces actively engaged in efforts to obscure relevant history, current law, and proven facts as a means of maintaining and reinforcing deeply ingrained and unacceptable inequality in law. Confronting these forces is crucial to fulfilling the American promises of self-governance, equal justice, and equal protection.
Source: Puerto Rico SS - DDI 2023 TT · DDI · 2023




