Roberts won’t do away with Chevron now because he wants to maintain court legitimacy.
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The Supreme Court was asked to overrule Chevron deference just last year in a dispute over a Department of Health and Human Services rule governing Medicare drug reimbursements. Instead, the justices unanimously scrapped the regulation without ever mentioning Chevron deference. During arguments on the Medicare rule, three of the court’s conservative justices — Clarence Thomas, Samuel Alito and Neil Gorsuch — signaled that they were prepared to overturn Chevron. But legal observers say the court’s more moderate conservatives — Chief Justice John Roberts and Justices Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett — may be reluctant to completely do away with long-standing precedent. Roberts in particular has demonstrated interest in avoiding big swings in prior cases, said Peter Hsiao, a partner at the law firm King & Spalding. “Behind the scenes, you’ve got a chief justice that doesn’t want this court to be seen as a political court,” Hsiao said, “and his job and his mission is to maintain the court’s integrity.”
Source: Puerto Rico Neg - DDI 2023 LS · DDI · 2023




