Economic failure in Guam raises the overall cost of living dramatically, harshly damages the agricultural industry, and re-invests Guam into US colonialism and lack over food sovereignty---COVID empirics prove.
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The US Navy also attempted to condemn Tumon Bay—the same area where USS Theodore Roosevelt sailors were quarantined—and transform it into a military-only recreational beach facility, barring Chamoru land owners and local residents from using the land for agriculture and the bay for fishing. And significantly, the  caused by destructive WWII American bombing and the subsequent rebuilding of infrastructure proved challenging to Chamoru farmers who wanted to return to their farms. To this day, a sign is erected every so often to warn drivers of “” that litter the island. The US military still retains 30 percent of the island; military property is bounded by fences, armed guards, and warning signs denoting federal ownership.
These postwar militarized land annexations displaced thousands of indigenous Chamoru families who utilized the land for a subsistence culture rooted in the Chamoru values of inafa’maolek (Chamoru for “to make good to each other”) and chenchule’ (giving) that nourished them for thousands of years.3 These values of community interdependence and reciprocal relations helped Chamoru society through bouts of droughts, natural disasters, epidemics, and war by emphasizing mutual responsibilities within the community. This means if a family had a large harvest of bananas or slaughtered an animal, the family would share it with other families who may not have any, and thus reifying relations that bonded those families in the first place. Inafa’maolek and chenchule’ go beyond the realm of food and resources and are the basis for how each person relates to one another and to the entire community.4 
Without access to lands and oceans to feed themselves or to develop large-scale commercial agriculture or aquaculture, Chamorus transitioned into a cash economy working in government or private sector. The island’s food system transformed as well. Guam residents became reliant on  and canned foods, hence the island’s particular love for . By the 1970s, tourism became Guam’s main civilian economy, and many residents worked in the hospitality industry. These transformations came with an economic dependence on the military and tourism to sustain Guam’s community, a textbook example of the “militourism” phenomena that is also seen in other Pacific Islands including Hawaii, the Philippines, and Okinawa, islands and archipelagos that too have an inclination for Spam. 
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Meanwhile, agriculture remains a relatively small portion of Guam’s economy, and the reliance on imported foods continues to be substantial. Despite the distance, almost all of Guam’s food comes from the US mainland, a result of the arguably dated Jones Act, a 1920s mercantilist law that benefited American trade across the Pacific.  also increases the cost of food for those in Guam and the other territories. As a result, Guam’s cost of living is higher than the average city in the US, despite a lower median salary. This lack of food sovereignty—the ability to afford and to control where one’s food comes from—is another manifestation of US colonialism in Guam.
The COVID-19 pandemic only amplifies the historical and present imperial relationship between the United States and its Pacific island territory of Guam. The trifecta of US military’s large presence on the island, the overall decline in tourism, and the shortage of food security and sovereignty on Guam culminates into a worrisome situation for the months ahead. The  on Guam worried local residents about the possible spread of the virus to the civilian community. By the time of its departure on May 20, USS Theodore Roosevelt’s  reached 1,140. Guam’s local community recorded between zero and two confirmed cases every day for over a week, even with increased village testing. Throughout this pandemic, the USS Theodore Roosevelt managed to receive more COVID-19 testing kits than Guam’s public health system, an example of the resource disparity that exists between the island’s military and civilian populations. A single transmission from the military to civilian population could have jeopardized the government of Guam’s effort to contain and slow down the spread of the virus. 
Furthermore, local farmers—perhaps the biggest hope for a self-sustaining island—have found it  their produce as a result of social distancing measures that closed the island’s largest weekend farmers’ market and a reduction of hotel and restaurant orders that correlate to the drop in number of tourists visiting the island. One farmer noted that she had to leave some several thousand pounds of produce hanging on the vine due to loss of orders from restaurants and hotels. Other farmers have decided to plant less in order to prevent losses in the future, thus putting local fresh food supplies at risk. The already fragile local agriculture economy was hit hard by the economic ramifications of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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