The CP solves---newly-migrated Puerto-Ricans access SSI benefits.
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While living in New York, José Luis Vaello-Madero became eligible for, and began receiving, SSI disability benefits. He later moved to Puerto Rico, where he continued to receive SSI payments. By law, a person must be a resident of the United States to be eligible for SSI benefits. For purposes of the relevant statute, Congress defined “United States” to mean the 50 states and the District of Columbia. Congress extended SSI eligibility to residents of the Northern Mariana Islands in 1976 but has not done so for Puerto Rico or other U.S. territories. Accordingly, the Social Security Administration sued Vaello-Madero to recover the payments he received while living in Puerto Rico. In response, Vaello-Madero argued that excluding Puerto Rico residents from SSI eligibility was unconstitutional—specifically, that it violated his constitutional right to equal protection under the law.
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