The DA’s inevitable---Republicans will slash the welfare state 
Sharon Zhang, 7-13-2023. News writer at Truthout covering politics, climate and labor, has written for Pacific Standard, The New Republic, and more, has a master’s degree in environmental studies. "Republicans Seek to Give Themselves $8k Raise in Bill Slashing Spending For Nearly Everything Else," https://truthout.org/articles/republicans-are-looking-to-give-themselves-8000-raises-while-slashing-welfare/.
House Republicans have made it a top priority this year to secure cuts to nearly every federal government program, spending months taking aim at welfare programs in order to allow millions of Americans to starve and languish. But in the latest draft of their 2024 spending bill that is moving through the chamber, Republicans are seeking to raise spending for one key group: themselves.
Under the legislative branch spending bill approved by the House Appropriations Committee last month, House members would receive a 4.6 percent pay raise, according to the Congressional Research Service, reports Roll Call. This would be an $8,000 raise over their current salaries of $174,000.
If Republicans get their way, the raise would come in a bill that otherwise cuts spending across the board except for defense, veterans’ care and border militarization — drastically decreasing funding for public programs and the social safety net.
This would include cuts to crucial anti-poverty programs like Social Security, Medicare, and free school lunches. It would also, according to a new draft of the labor, health and education funding bill released Thursday, eliminate federal funding for public health research on issues like firearm safety and ending HIV while slashing Education Department funding by 28 percent.
In other words, Republicans are seeking to quite literally enrich themselves while taking every move possible to cut benefits for the public, who they are supposed to serve.
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