Medicaid cuts coming now---the GOP will force them through
Peter Sullivan 23. Focuses on health care policy in Congress at Axios, Victoria Knight,Maya Goldman, 3-7-2023. "Medicaid has a target on its back," https://www.axios.com/2023/03/07/medicaid-target-republicans-budget.
Republicans looking for ways to reduce federal spending have served notice they won't cut Medicare and Social Security. But that could mean big proposed cuts for Medicaid.
Why it matters: Over 80 million people were enrolled in Medicaid as of November, higher than the number signed up for Medicare, and the pandemic and successive relief packages have swelled program rolls to record highs.
Between the lines: Medicaid often does not get the attention that Medicare does, but if the House GOP wants to put forward a budget that balances in 10 years, the math would likely force major cuts to the safety net program.
"It's basic arithmetic that if you're going to balance the budget and not touch Medicare, Social Security and probably defense, you have to cut Medicaid substantially," said Larry Levitt, a health policy expert at the Kaiser Family Foundation.
Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) acknowledged how the numbers stack up and said "there are a lot of ideas" around Medicaid changes. "My assumption is when they talk about Social Security and Medicare, that’s kind of what they're excepting from this, and then I'm sure a lot of folks over there will probably want to except defense too, which doesn't leave a lot to work with," Thune told Axios.
Former President Trump has drawn a bright line against cutting Medicare and Social Security, but has not said the same about Medicaid. As president he supported GOP Obamacare repeal bills with major Medicaid cuts.
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