State cuts trigger the largest Medicaid losses in history
Ken Alltucker 23. USA TODAY, 4-19-23. "As states cut Medicaid, some fear they'll mistakenly end coverage for millions of eligible people," https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2023/04/19/millions-lose-medicaid-states-begin-cuts/11594134002/.
The federal government provided billions in federal aid to states on the condition that they wouldn’t remove people from Medicaid until the COVID-19 public health emergency ended. 
Now, with legislation allowing cuts to resume April 1, the federal government estimates about 15 million people will be disenrolled from Medicaid coverage as states resume the eligibility checks that were paused during the pandemic. 
But how quickly that happens depends on where you live.
“It’s very frustrating,” said Moore, who lives in Highland, Arkansas, and is unable to work because of a debilitating back injury. “I have no income coming in. It's not like I can pay for my medicine.”
The Biden administration said states can take up to one year to complete these checks, called redeterminations. Arkansas, Arizona, Idaho, New Hampshire and South Dakota will begin terminating Medicaid coverage this month.
Enrollment cuts will begin in May in Florida, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia and Wyoming.  All other states will start Medicaid cuts in June or July, except Oregon, which won't start until October. 
Advocates warn states that accelerate this unwinding will make mistakes in what promises to be the largest bureaucratic lift in government health insurance coverage since the Affordable Care Act launched state Medicaid expansions a decade ago. The federal government estimates 8.2 million are no longer eligible, but 6.8 million could lose coverage even though they still qualify. 
"We're very fearful that we could see the largest Medicaid losses in history, disproportionately hurting children and communities of color," said Stan Dorn, director of the health policy project at UnidosUS, the nation's largest Latino civil rights organization. 
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