State budgets make higher-ed cuts inevitable
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Across the country, legislators are collaborating, compromising and negotiating on the details of their state budgets. The annual process can have significant repercussions for higher education: Public institutions, of course, get their yearly funding from their state. But private institutions also stand to benefit from state financial aid grants.
It’s still too early in the process to tell where all the chips will fall this year, but here are a few initial trends.
Tuition increases
Many states are experiencing large and sometimes even historic budget surpluses, said Tom Harnisch, vice president of government relations at the State Higher Education Executive Officers Association. But lawmakers in those places are often putting tax cuts ahead of investments in other areas. 
“It’s been disappointing that many states are prioritizing tax cuts while underinvesting in higher education in this legislative session,” Harnisch said. “I fear that in a few years states are going to feel the pinch of these tax cuts. Budget deficits are going to develop, and higher education ultimately is going to pay the price.”
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