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Second, and conversely, the negative interaction between renewable consumption and income inequality, as measured by Gini coefficient, indicates that those nations that are effectively using renewable consumption in order to displace fossil fuel consumption, and thereby reducing higher levels of emissions, are also failing to confront the various sources of income inequality that spring from energy infrastructures at the national level. We argue that in such a situation there is a reliance on, and encouragement of, the installation of dispersed, individual level, renewable energy production systems. Such an approach to the expansion of renewable energy consumption would effectively displace consumption from fossil fuels. However, the individualist strategy employed in such scenarios would also greatly limit the number of potential renewable energy consumers to those financially capable of investing in such a capital-intensive resource. Additionally, reductions in the total number of kWh drawn from fossil fuel sources among those privileged enough to access individually maintained renewable systems could serve to drive up the prices of fossil fuel sourced energy as utility companies seek to recapture losses. Ultimately, such changes may exacerbate previously existing inequalities by leading to those populations who are unable to afford renewable installations paying more per kWh of energy than their wealthier counterparts.
Source: GND JG Neg - DDI 2023 KM · DDI · 2023




