Renewable energy kills BioD—the harm outweighs the benefit
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NEGATIVE IMPACTS ON BIODIVERSITY Renewable energy production often destroys habitats and hurts wildlife. Even if there are regulations against this, the sites can still cause harm to animals. Solar panels — for example —- take up a lot of space and drive animals out of their habitat. Energy production affects biodiversity with its construction and placement: Habitat loss: Energy sources take away space from plants and animals. Wildlife destruction: Renewable energy sources stress animals and even kill them. Wind turbines spin with great force and may harm birds or bats. Land Damage: The construction of renewable energy sources damages the land’s natural layout and destroys plants. Displacement: Displaced animals are sent to live elsewhere when renewable energy sources are built on their homes. Renewable energy is supposed to be environmentally friendly, but it damages local ecosystems and threatens endangered species. For example, take the effect of a solar energy development on Mojave desert tortoises. The tortoises live up to 80 years, but the threat to their habitat puts those lives in danger. The plan meant the tortoises would likely be displaced and struggle to adapt to their new environment. The destruction of plant life and wildlife is a common side effect of renewable energy. Endangered plants cannot relocate, so the construction of renewable energy sources threatens to destroy them. For example, a proposed lithium mine threatened a rare wildflower in 2022 called Tiehm’s buckwheat because it would’ve destroyed the flower’s habitat. Although lithium isn’t strictly renewable, it makes rechargeable energy that powers phones, cars and laptops. Even though renewable energy is good, the negative impact on biodiversity outweighs the positive environmental impact of rechargeable energy.
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