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Degrowth in the wealthier world, which would reduce its material impact on the remainder of the planet, is the most effective internationalism, leaving more space for others to live’; so goes the succinct summary of a widely held view within the degrowth spectrum, as described by Max Ajl. By attempting to overcome the imperial mode of living, which is based on the neocolonial appropriation of Global South resources and the externalization of its costs of living to others, degrowth – ‘a corrective prescription for the Global North’ – is putting its own house in order, the reasoning goes. And yes, as we have argued by framing degrowth as an ecological global justice movement, degrowth is in this sense internationalist. However, as Ajl continues, ‘there is a thin line between modesty and myopia, an inwards-looking ostrich syndrome, in a country marked by imperial modes of living.’ Instead of confronting the complexities and conflicts of international solidarity, there might be the danger that degrowth becomes a self-sufficient but also self-centered movement of localists that would ‘silence demands for climate reparations’. Further, the common argument that degrowth is a movement only ‘for the North’ misses an opportunity to, first challenge the undisputably global desire for an imperial mode of living, and second, challenge the growth imperatives imposed on the Global South through, for example, structural adjustment, odious debt, or sanctions of countries that seek another path to development.
This highlights the need not only to address issues of international social-ecological justice conceptually, but also to build active alliances with actors in and from the Global South, ranging from movements within the pluriverse of ‘alternatives to development’ to support for environmental justice struggles to solidarity with communities fighting for reparations and to refugees and migrants arguing: ‘We are here because you destroy our countries.’78 If, as we have argued, degrowth is at its core about global ecological justice, international solidarity is central to the degrowth agenda. And this includes not only policies of debt cancellation, support for territorially rooted struggles in the Global South, a strong commitment to ecological reparations and transfers of financial resources, renewable technology and knowledge (including patent waivers), as well as strengthening Indigenous land rights. This also includes the broader constructive programme of reparations as ‘worldmaking’ to create the conditions for a truly just world.79
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