ONLY the counterplan solves, but NOT the plan- Local implementation is comparatively best
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The local job guarantee would have all the regular potential benefits of employment and the national job guarantee, such as increased production of community services, developing skills, utilizing creativity, and counter- ing the social costs of unemployment. The local aspect of the program has additional potential benefits, however, such as those often noted in the local currency literature and other considerations of localism. The program promotes increased interaction with one's neighbors, and in this and other ways can strengthen community ties. The program there- fore promotes mutual aid and reciprocity. Family and neighborhood empowerment follows from a program based on cooperation and local development. Numerous environmental benefits are also possible. Previously, in addition to arguing that the JG may serve as a vehicle for humanistic social policies, such as a living wage, health care or child care benefits, and a shorter work week, I have suggested that the program might be used to help redefine what constitutes valuable work and also provide spaces for experimenting with alternative, non-capitalist social organization (Forstater 2013). It is possible the JG, and especially the local JG, may be an area for positive collaboration between the public sec- tor and the solidarity economy (sometimes called the "social and solidarity economy," or SSE) (Utting 2015). Several concepts related to the solidarity economy and that have been little examined in economics are temporary autonomous zones (TAZ), prefigurative behaviors, and heterotopias. A heterotopia also refers to alternative or counter-hegemonic spaces in the present, not some future dream world that will only arrive after capitalism is completely ended (Watson and Gibson 1995). Similarly, many use temporary autonomous zones (TAZ) as creative community alternatives (Graeber 2007). Prefigurative politics (or behaviors or institutions) refer to the principle of behaving now in ways consistent with the future society we want to create, not waiting until that time arrives, and behaving in anti-social ways now (Milstein 2010). In all these cases, the point is that we should not and cannot wait for the arrival of the imagined future to begin, in fact the alternative already exists, and we must nurture, learn from, and improve upon these. There is much work to be done; some of it might begin in a local job guarantee program that results from a partnership of local or regional governments and the solidarity economy.
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