Black People Want Reparations
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Black liberals (84%) and moderates (79%) are more likely than conservatives (71%) to say that descendants of the enslaved should be repaid. And Black adults who say they are registered to vote (80%) are more likely than those who report they are unregistered (72%) to support reparations for slavery. Notably, large majorities of almost all these groups support reparations for the descendants of those enslaved in the U.S. Black adults’ support for reparations also differs based on their views of identity and society. In the survey, Black adults were asked how important being Black was to how they think about themselves and also whether racist laws or racist individuals are a bigger problem for Black people in the U.S. today. Black adults who say that being Black is extremely or very important to their  (84%) are more likely to support reparations for slavery than those who say that being Black is somewhat, a little or not at all important to them (58%). And Black adults who say racist laws are a bigger problem for Black people (87%) are more likely than those who say racist individuals are the bigger problem (72%) to support reparations, though large majorities of both groups still agree. While nearly three-quarters or more of Black adults across education and income levels support reparations, about one-in-five Black adults with a bachelor’s degree (21%) as well as Black adults with middle (21%) or upper incomes (20%) do not think descendants of enslaved people should be repaid.
Source: Unpayable Debt Neg - DDI 2023 LS · DDI · 2023




