Reparations are quantifiable. This bolsters the TVA – if reparations can be paid hypothetically, then the aff’s impacts can be solved.
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As summarized in Figure 11 and Table 34, our analyses quantified reparations compensation of US$100 trillion to US$131 trillion. While these are almost unimaginably large amounts of money, in the preceding sections we have shown that the magnitudes are reasonable given the depth (the harm per person), breadth (the number of people harmed) and duration of the harm, as well as the delay in making reparations. In this section, we show what these reparations would represent to the enslaving countries, especially in the context of their economic performance from the time when they sponsored slavery to the present. Such amounts are difficult to understand in isolation. To begin to put the results in context, the GDP of the United States was approximately US$25 trillion in 2022, and those of the UK and France were approximately US$3 trillion, each. Having a reparations number that is several multiples of a country’s GDP is not surprising. Recall that GDP is a measure of the annual output of a country, while the damages we—and the authors on whose work we build on—have calculated here occurred over centuries. It makes sense that one year of output of a country’s economy is insufficient to repair the damages inflicted on millions of people over 200, 300 or more years. Moreover, the delay in the payment of these reparations also plays an important role. Given that centuries have passed from the harm to the present, the calculated reparations are very sensitive to the choice of interest rate. As shown in Table 37 reducing the interest rate from our baseline 2.5% to 2.3% reduces the reparation to US$100 trillion, and reducing the rate further, to 2.1% reduces the reparation estimate to US$85 trillion.
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