We acknowledge the affs unpayable debt, and so we use a basic income to fiscally redistribute all the money the USFG has to black people.
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Although reparations have been supported by a number of groups and in a variety of forms in the US, this case study will focus on the reparations agenda of the Movement for Black Lives. This is because some of the Movement’s racial justice-based proposals specifically included a universal basic income as part of demandsmadebytheMovementin2015–17(MacFarland, 2016; Warren, 2016), making it a particularly useful lens through which to think about the intersections and tensions between claims for universal and reparatory distributional justice. Dorian T. Warren, one of the authors of the demands, placed UBI not under the economic justice heading, but rather under the heading of reparations. Warren points out that a UBI would bene f it the poor the most, and that it would thus be particularly helpful to the formerly incarcerated and to cashless poor Black people. The implication here is that Warren sees class and race as inseparable, precisely because the US is a society whose economic system is based on a history of slavery and economic exploitation, discrimination and incarceration on the basis of race. The argument in favour of UBI as a form of reparations on the basis of the intersection of class and race in a post-slavery society is built on the acknowledgement that class exploitation and expropriation and race are closely tied. Because White Americans earn more on average (due precisely to this history of slavery and post-slavery discrimination), a universal basic income would be taxed back from the wealthy (and largely White) community. Its beneficiaries would be the poor, but due to this history of disadvantage, it would especially benefit Black communities in the US, which have disproportionately high rates of poverty and economic disadvantage.7 Beyond the intersection of class and race, Warren also points out that the universalism and unconditionality of UBI have essential advantages. Not only would universalism prevent a repetition of previous racially discriminatory social policies (such as the New Deal’s purposeful exclusion of largely Black agricultural workers), but it would avoid the ‘paternalistic restrictions that rest on racist tropes’ (Warren, 2017b; see also Warren, 2017a) within current social policies, such as food stamps. Also crucial is the fact the UBI does not have a work requirement, particularly in light of the structural racism that continues to exclude Black communities from employment in the US. Indeed, other theorists of race-based reparations in the US have also made a similar case for universal social or distributory programmes that would lessen racial inequality by aiding all; for instance, Darity and Hamilton (2012) propose a federal work guarantee and child development accounts.
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