That locks in resource conflicts and great power war – extinction.
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The economic and climate crises create new threats of war. Some people already speak of the inexorable decline of the West and see China and India as the future economic powerhouses. We can see that the West and its leading nation, the United States, aren’t going to accept this prospect meekly. Within the international context, the struggle for leadership and domination can easily turn into hot wars, and the hegemonic power, the United States, is armed to the teeth. Its military budget of almost 700 billion USD is greater than the combined wealth of the rest of the Western states. It is almost three times that of China and more than ten times that of Russia. With such maneuvers as the positioning of missile defense systems in South Korea, the U.S. military alignment is increasingly turning against China. The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty with Russia has ended. Regional wars in the Middle East (involving NATO countries) and conflicts in the South China Sea or between rival countries such as India and Pakistan have intensified. During his years in office, U.S. President Trump only amplified the military and economic confrontations. The People’s Republic of China is also building up arms, even if on a lower level. The U.S.-initiated trade war is an omen of sharper conflicts to come. Germany and the European Union have their own interests along these lines of conflict. Fretful that it will squander influence, the European Union is reacting with plans for military rearmament, strengthened military cooperation within the Union, and encouraging the buildup of a European army capable of intervention. Germany is also preparing itself. To reach the agreed NATO goal of 2 percent military spending of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), a doubling of the budget for arms is needed. In this context, the German defense minister Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer is calling for the buildup of the Bundeswehr’s “interventions capability” to extend to military action in other countries. Some ruling political powers are preparing themselves for the eventuality that the struggles over the distribution of ever-scarcer resources will come to the fore, against the backdrop of the climate crisis. Their vision is not the creation of an economy based on climate justice, but the building of walls, fortified with barbed wire and the military.
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