Space colonization is a capitalist ploy to avoid responsibility for problems on Earth - it sacrifices the global working class and means that we never resolve urgent problems like climate change"
Billings 19[Linda Billings, Ph.D., is a social scientist and consultant to NASA’s Astrobiology Program and Planetary Defense Coordination Office and has worked in the field since 1983, "Colonizing other planets is a bad idea", June 2019, Science Direct, https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016328718303136, 1LEE]
The idea of colonizing another planet likely appeals to a small fraction of humankind and suggests an inevitably elitist enterprise. Why elitist? Who could afford to leave our home planet to live on another? The most publicly visible advocates for colonizing Mars are Jeff Bezos, who at the time of this writing was the richest person in the world, with a net worth of $156 billion; Elon Musk, worth more than $22 billion at the time of this writing; Robert Zubrin, founder and head of the Mars Society; and Bas Lansdorp, founder and head of Mars One. All are Western white males. As space policy analyst Marcia Smith has observed, “Musk has made no secret of his passion to make humanity a multiplanetary species by creating a self-sustaining society on Mars as a backup plan in case Earth is destroyed in a cataclysmic event.”3 Lansdorp’s Mars One enterprise is also planning to take colonists on a one-way trip to Mars.4 Mars One is not discussing costs.
The argument that humans need to colonize Mars because our home planet may not be habitable for us at some point avoids consideration of the need to keep Earth habitable for all the billions of people who will not have the opportunity to leave the planet. Would it be ethical to enable people with enough money to buy a ticket to leave our troubled Earth behind?
And would it be ethical for government(s) to subsidize efforts to colonize Mars? In the United States, the federal government – specifically, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration – has been supporting Bezos’s Blue Origin and Musk’s SpaceX space launch companies, first with subsidies and then with contracts. In August 2018, officials with NASA’s Mars exploration program attended an invitation-only workshop organized by SpaceX to discuss the human settlement of Mars.
Given the technical challenges of such missions and the astronomical cost of meeting them, it is not likely that either Musk or Mars One will be able to execute their plans in the foreseeable future. Nonetheless, such proposals prompt this author to wonder how many poverty-stricken Bangladeshis, how many sub-Saharan Africans, how many permanently displaced Syrian refugees, how many disabled and unemployable workers could come up with $200,000 – or $2,000, for that matter – to move to another planet and start a new life. What are the ethics of giving the rich yet another advantage over the poor? What are the ethics of ignoring the need to check the rapid pace of climate change on our own planet?
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