As members of the debate community, we must first become critically conscious of our history and social fabric prior to debating the resolution. This allows us to recognize forgotten struggles.
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As Foucault puts it, ‚it is the coupling together of the buried scholarly knowledge and  knowledges  that  were  disqualified  by  the  hierarchy  of  erudition  and  sciences‛that gives strength to genealogical critique.34What both of these forms of subjugated knowledges  brings  to  the  fore  is  the  ‚historical  knowledge  of  struggles,‛‚the memory of combats, the very memory that had until then been confined to the mar-gins.‛35And this is exactly what the critical and transformative work of genealogical investigations  consistsin, according to Foucault: with the ‚coupling together of scholarly  erudition  and  local  memories,‛genealogical investigations provide ‚a meticulous  rediscovery  of  struggles  and  the  raw  memory  of  fights‛; ‚this coupling *<+ allows us to constitute a historical knowledge of struggles and to make use of that knowledge in contemporary tactics.‛36Genealogical investigations can unearth multiple paths from buried or forgotten past struggles to the present; and thus they can  promote  a  critical  awareness  that  things  are  as  they  are  because  of  a  history  of past struggles that are hidden from view, which can have a great impact on how we confront our struggles in the present.  As McWhorter’s genealogical investigations il-lustrate so well, ‚one consequence of that awareness is the recognition that today’s status  quo  was  far  from  inevitable  and  need  not  persist  into  tomorrow.‛37Genea-logies  are insurrectionsagainst  hegemonic  power/knowledge  effectsof  discursive practices.  Thus, for example, McWhorter’s genealogical account of racism in the US is ‚an intellectual assault on the power-effects  of  institutionalized,  entrenched,  and taken-for-granted  academic,  clinical,  moralistic,  and  religious  discourses  about  ra-cism.‛38And it is important to note that the possibilities of critique that are opened up  by  unearthing  marginalized  past  struggles  benefit  not  only  those  whose  expe-riences  and  lives  have  been  kept  in  the  dark,  but  the  entire  social  body,  which  can now  become  critically  conscious  of  the  heterogeneity  of  histories  and  experiences that  are  part  of  the  social  fabric.   This  is  why  McWhorter’s  genealogy  of  racism makes racial oppression relevant in novel and unexpected ways to a wide variety of groups and publics that can now relate to old struggles in new ways.39As Foucault puts it, genealogies can be described as the ‚attempt to de-subjugate  historical  knowledges, to  set them  free,  or  in  other words to  enable them to  oppose  and  struggle  against the  coercion  of  a  unitary,  formal,  and  scientific theoretical  discourse.But, as he emphasizes, genealogies do not simply ‚reject knowledge, or invoke or celebrate some immediate experience that has yet to be cap-tured  by  knowledge.   This  is  not  what  they  are  about.   They  are  about  the insur-rection  of  knowledges.‛41Genealogical investigations proceed by ‚way of playing lo-cal,  discontinuous,  disqualified,  or  nonlegitimized  knowledges  off  against  the  uni-tary  theoretical  instance‛ that  filters  them  out or  absorbs  them  by  putting  them  in their properplace  within  a  hierarchy.   Genealogies  are insurrections of  subjugated knowledges.  And the plurals here are crucial, for the plurality of insurrections and of subjugated knowledges has to be kept always alive in order to resist new hegemonic unifications  and  hierarchizations  of  knowledges.   The  danger  that  the  critical  work of  genealogies  can  be  reabsorbed  by  hegemonic  power/knowledges  is  brilliantly described by Foucault: Once  we  have  excavated  our  genealogical  fragments,  once  we  begin  to  exploit them  and  to  put  in  circulation  these  elements  of  knowledge  that  we  have  been trying  to  dig  out  of  the  sand,  isn’t  there  a  danger  that  they  will  be  recoded, recolonized  by  these  unitary  discourses  which,  having  first disqualified  them and  having  then  ignored  them  when  they  reappeared,  may  now  be  ready  to reannex  them  and  include  them  in  their  own  discourses  and  their  own  power-knowledge? And if we try to  protect the fragments we have dug up, don’t we run the risk of building, with our own hands, a unitary discourse?
Insurrections  of  (de-)subjugated  knowledges  and  their  critical  resistance  can  be  co-opted  for  the  production  of  new  forms  of  subjugation  and  exclusion  (new  hege-monies) or for the reinforcement of old ones.  The only way to resist this danger is by guaranteeing  the  constant epistemic  frictionof  knowledges  from  below,  which—as  I have  argued  elsewhere—means  guaranteeing  that  eccentric  voices  and  perspec-tives  are  heard  and  can  interact  with  mainstream  ones,  that  the  experiences  and concerns  of  those  who  live  in  darkness  and  silence  do  not  remain  lost  and  un-attended, but are allowed to exert friction.  Genealogies have to be always plural, for genealogical  investigations  can  unearth  an  indefinite  number  ofpaths  from  for-gotten past struggles to  the  struggles  of  our present.   And the  insurrections  of  sub-jugated  knowledges  they  produce  also  need  to  remain  plural  if  they  are  to  retain their  critical  power,  that  is,  the  capacity  to  empower  people  to  resist  oppressive power/knowledge effects.  In the next section I will put this Foucaultian pluralism in conversation  with  other  epistemological  pluralistic  approaches  to  memory  and knowledge of the past. 
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