Dominant forms of knowledge have manifested in the current layout of civil society. Hence, we cannot talk about policy-action without interrogating this historical relationship first.  
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Genealogical analysis of police practice itself reveals that policing is based on the assumption of the inherent criminality of non-white bodies. To Foucault, genealogy is a method of historical inquiry which is from pure history. Because, in his view, the historian is inclined to reduce events to “the lowest common denominator,” a historian’s history ignores certain knowledges in order to construct a seemingly necessary progression toward truth.20 Genealogical analysis rejects the essential progression toward a necessary end and takes into account “the false appraisals, and the faulty calculations that gave birth to those things which continue to exist and have value for us.”21 Furthermore, insofar as “humanity instills in each of its violences a system of rules and proceeds from domination to domination,” the value of this analysis “resides in challenging established practices of remembering and forgetting by excavating subjugated bodies of experiences and memories, bringing to the fore the perspectives that culturally hegemonic practices have foreclosed.”22 Genealogy may reveal how dominant forms of knowledge production have sanitized and constructed practices and institutions as necessary despite their unpalatable legacies which continue to define them. Police are one institutional feature of governance often assumed to be a constant feature of civil society and necessary in its development. Foucault challenged this view through a genealogical analysis inn his lectures at the College De France. He contends that the uniformed police we see today has not always been necessary and that they do not find origin in the intent to protect individuals in society. Rather, they descend from the concept of police as “the set of intentions and means that ensure that living, better than just living, coexisting will be effectively useful to the constitution and development of the state’s forces.”23 The police were not intended to protect citizens, but to maximize the forces of the state. This prerogative licensed the criminalization of non-whiteness in the United States. Singh elaborates upon this investigation describing how non-white people in the early United States were considered “constitutively outside and incapable of participating in civil society.”24 As police practice is meant to defend civil society, those outside of it and otherwise seen as unproductive and dangerous to the power of the state would be condemned as criminals as “criminality is the name given to a type of violence that threatens the social and civic order.”25 The very state which is under police protection and has been sanitized as providing liberty and freedom for all also warrants genealogical analysis. In American Slavery, American Freedom, Edmund S. Morgan argued that the birth of the United States as a republic founded on liberty and equality was only possible through the knowledge of freedom’s Manichean opposite: slavery. Indeed, “racism became an essential, if unacknowledged, ingredient of the republican ideology that enabled Virginians to lead the nation.”26 Morgan concludes his genealogical analysis by wondering if America today is still colonial Virginia writ large.27 In a more localized analysis, Robin D.G. Kelley wrote that Blackness is that “against which normality, whiteness, and functionality have been defined.”28 As such, it was foundational to constructing modern urban America.29 Upon reviewing the genealogy of police practice and that of the United States, it is no surprise that the criminalization of Black bodies persists to this day.
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