3 benefits to UBI – increases freedom, eradicates poverty, reduces inequalities.
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The UBI has several advantages over other welfare benefits that welfare states currently tend to provide in terms of meeting its three basic objectives: increasing the real freedom of individuals, eradicating poverty, and reducing inequalities. Firstly, as explained at length in the previous section, the UBI aims to maximize the real freedom of citizens by being a universal and unconditional benefit and providing sufficient means to all members of the community. No matter what conception of the good life citizens have or what they want to spend their time on, all citizens will receive the public transfer unconditionally to pursue their ends in a completely free and autonomous manner, whatever these may be. In contrast to the UBI, the guaranteed minimum income benefits or minimum incomes existing today in many European countries require an active search for employment by making the benefit conditional on a conception of the good life and a well-defined activity that can be labelled as "work ethic". Secondly, the unconditionality and universality of the UBI simplifies and reduces administrative and bureaucratic costs. It is a clear, transparent, automatic, and non-conditional public benefit, where all citizens would be involved and would not require monitoring and control by the public authorities as is the case with other current conditional benefits. All the bureaucratic and control costs of other welfare programmes would be automatically reduced. Thirdly, the UBI is an effective tool; the implementation of a sufficient amount of UBI would mean the eradication of extreme poverty and a substantial reduction in relative poverty. Moreover, universality guarantees the immediacy of payments and does not entail the waiting time that many citizens face with other public benefits. In current assistance programmes, there is a time delay in receiving the benefit from when citizens suffer the contingency in their income, apply for the benefit, are granted it, and finally receive the income. The UBI eliminates this whole process and involves immediate and automatic monthly transfers.  
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