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Given the racial history of Article 1 § 2 as a means of concentrating power in southern slaveholding elites and the continuing race effects of wealth distribution within the United States, a wealth tax as one way to achieve wealth redistribution fits at least three tax policy concerns: 
(1) Because so much of the population has little or no wealth, a wealth tax would exempt a large part of the population from filing, thereby saving the government and the taxpayers a great deal of economic and social cost.53 
(2) Because wealth and income are so closely associated, a wealth tax would target those most able to pay and most likely to occupy the smallest and most protected part of the population. 
(3) Because if we are to believe Adam Smith and other tax benefit theorists, a wealth tax most clearly ties government benefits to the tax, which is a primary goal of taxation.
In addition, a wealth tax could address some lingering race issues in the United States, for example, the question of reparations for slavery. In the United States, even very mild attempts to make up for slavery can provoke terrifying threats." Although the United States has sometimes acknowledged responsibility and provided redress," when the subject is American slavery, the topic of reparations raises serious disagreement." There is no doubt that slavery betrayed American political ideals by denying millions of people the ability to obtain wealth and confer that wealth to future generations." These restrictions on the ability to accumulate and pass on wealth did not end with slavery. Instead, a series of government programs reinforced the wealth disparities between those citizens that arrived by migration and those who arrived in chains." In addition to the other government programs that helped maintain the wealth gap that began with slavery, we can add our decision to tax income instead of wealth. Our federal tax laws continue to exacerbate the wrong started in slavery in a number of ways: 
* First, by confiscating a portion of the earnings that could otherwise go towards accumulating wealth, the federal tax laws make it harder for each generation to make up for past lost opportunities. 
* Second, government programs that created wealth for whites added to the black/white wealth gap.6 0 
* Third, by treating income from wealth much more favorably than earned income, the current income tax system has skewed the progressive rates.61 
Thus, the federal income tax both shelters wealth for the already rich and attacks the means of obtaining wealth for those without. At least some of the objections to reparations and the flaws in our federal tax system are answered with a wealth tax. 
A wealth tax eliminates the special benefits that the Internal Revenue Code now confers on property and its owners.62 Thus, the great gap in wealth between blacks and whites (and males and females) no longer acts through the tax system as a way of protecting white wealth to the detriment of blacks or male wealth to the detriment of females. Instead, a wealth tax places the tax burden directly where Smith would recommend; that is, on the greatest beneficiary of government largesse: the property owner. 
Next, any exemption for the lowest amounts of wealth within a wealth tax would excuse a large portion of the black population from taxation. As a result, the exemption would provide a period for blacks to build up their wealth base after centuries of restrictions on black wealth accumulation.63
Although government was a main force in stripping blacks of their wealth for the past four centuries, government was (and is) ironically also the cause of black wealth. For example, the Civil War Amendments and the Civil Rights Laws are real sources of black wealth.6 4 Without those government actions, blacks would have less wealth than they do today, no matter how disproportionate that wealth is in contrast to their white counterparts. With a wealth tax, blacks pay the tax that is most closely associated with the benefits that government conferred on them while also receiving the lower tax bills that come from the recognition that lower wealth rates are a result of government action against them.
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