Conditionality turns the case---it requires the existence of poverty to serve as punishment for failing to meet the condition. 
Karl Widerquist 23, excerpt from a forthcoming 2024 book, “The False Promise of Conditional Social Policies (Mandatory Participation on Trial, Part 11),” US BIG, 2023, https://usbig.net/the-false-promise-of-conditional-social-policies-mandatory-participation-on-trial-part-11/
As my book, Universal Basic Income: Essential Knowledge, discusses, the traditional approach to poverty and inequality relies on conditional programs designed to make most forms of aid to the disadvantaged consistent with mandatory participation.
Programs with genuine conditions cannot eliminate poverty, homelessness, or economic destitution because they have to have some punishment for people who fail to fulfill their conditions. Either the conditions are phony, meaning that they are so easy no one could fail to meet them, or some people will fail to meet them, become ineligible for aid, and live in poverty or homelessness. Without a credible threat, the conditions will become phony. Therefore, the conditional safety net we use to fight poverty actually requires poverty to get people to do what policymakers—who are by-and-large, if not entirely made up of more advantaged people—want them to do.
That’s cruel.
We don’t have to be that cruel.
Do we want to be that cruel?
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