A UBI would be subverted through inflation. Political manipulation would prevent payment amounts from rising in a way that corresponds 
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Victories won by the working class would also be more difficult to take back versus a UBI issued by the state and vulnerable to inflation. An economy owned and controlled by the ruling class is one in which any UBI paid for through progressive taxes would be one that would also be vulnerable to higher prices administered by employers.
Politically, it is also more tangible to argue for a significant increase in the core rates of social welfare than to call for the tens of billions required for a pro-worker UBI. While it is very unlikely that every adult would be given €1,000 per month, workers have become accustomed to receiving €350 from a Pandemic Unemployment Payment and would likely respond well to any social movement that fought to retain this alongside a living wage.
This payment of €1,516 would make an enormous difference to those on social welfare at the same time as it would put pressure on low-pay employers (we already have evidence of this from the pandemic) to pay a living wage. If we want the security that motivates progressive claims for UBI, it is better to argue for targeted measures for living wages, a basic payment for specific groups of workers (for example arts workers and taxi drivers), universal basic services and core welfare payments that allow people to live with dignity.
These demands link workers to a set of struggles that will increase class consciousness and point towards the need for more resistance to the system. A UBI issued from above and received on a cross-class basis achieves none of this and will, if anything, allow the ruling class more control over people’s lives.
Universal basic payments will not end the exploitation and insecurity that so worries the progressive wing of the UBI movement. For that we need left-wing demands that prepare the working class for a socialist revolution.
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