Social security is first on the chopping block---it’s wielded as a political weapon
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Members of Congress are once again discussing possible cuts to Social Security as they contemplate increases to the debt limit. Instead of viewing Social Security through the lens of what the American public needs, they are viewing it as a political weapon to be wielded, with arguments that it must be cut now, despite the fact that Social Security does not contribute to the publicly held debt, and despite the existence of a $2.9 trillion reserve of assets as of the end of 2021.1
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