Political support link---studies prove passage of the plan requires political capital, which forces tradeoffs 
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The Finnish experiment led to unprecedented international interest, with hundreds of reports in foreign media outlets (Kangas et al., 2021). While basic income advocates had tried to revive interest in the policy idea through small pilots – for example, basic income lotteries, which mostly served as demonstration projects – the Finnish experiment was a large-scale project with a solid scientific ground. The expectation was that the results from Finland would bring clarity to the conflicting narratives of the negative tax experiments in the 1970s (e.g., Simpson, 2021). The international interest in the experiment was also a clear sign that despite its shortcomings, basic income addresses problems that many governments struggle to solve: how to find employment for those on the margins of the labour market and how to release even poor individuals’ energy and creativity to promote their own well-being and the well-being of their communities. However, as will be highlighted below, the experiment had a very different narrative in Finnish domestic policymaking (see also De Wispelaere et al., 2019; Halmetoja et al., 2019). The analytical frame in the article is based on the idea of cheap political support developed by De Wispelaere (2016). De Wispelaere argues that much of the support for basic income by individual politicians, political parties, social movements, or interest groups is expressed as sincere preference in favour of basic income without true commitment (money, time, and, above all, political capital) to further the cause. De Wispelaere distinguishes two types of cheap support: a powerful agent speaking of basic income without true commitment, and a less powerful/marginal agent with true commitment but without the capacity to advance the policy. To study government-level political support for basic income in Finland during and after the experiment, it is necessary to identify key moments in governments’ efforts to reform social security. The following analysis will illustrate how the narrative of the political implication of the basic income experiment in Finland will bear resemblance with the story of apostle Peter in the Gospels and Acts, who denied Jesus three times during the events of the crucifixion. In the context of the basic income experiment, four denials are identified: (1) the Social Security 2030 Project; (2) the introduction of a new activation model; (3) the establishment of the Social Security Reform Committee; and (4) the fate of the negative income tax experiment, which was planned after the basic income experiment.
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